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Indian Interpretation of the Korean Armistice Agreement 


1. Attached is an elaboration of the first item in 
the CIB for 7 November on India's reported decision against 
the US position on the release of prisoners in Korea. 
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COMMENT ON INDIAN INTERPRETATION OP THE KOREAN 
ARMISTICE AGREEMENT 


I ndia^governmen^lnterpretl^h^coreai^traTstic^igreeaen t 
as requiring the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission to 
conduct a full 90-day explanation period and to retain custo- 
dy of the prisoners until 30 days after the political confer- 
ence meets. The Indian argument is based on the "humanitarian 
ground" that prisoners who desire to be sent to some other 
country than Formosa or South Korea would be denied that right 
if the conference did not meet . 

The need for an interpretation arises because the armistice 
agreement does not cover the contingency of failure to convene 
a political conference. Paragraph 60 (attached) contains a 
recommendation that a political conference be held within three 
months after the effective date of the armistice (l.e. by 27 
October). Paragraph 11 (attached) of the Terms of Reference 
for the NNRC states that at the end of 90 days after the trans- 
fer of custody of the POW’s to the NNRC , access of the "ex- 
plainers" to the PON’s shall terminate, and the question of 
disposition of the remaining prisoners shall be submitted to 
the political conference. If the conference is unable to 
settle this question within 30 days, according to Paragraph 11, 
the prisoners will revert to civilian status within 120 days 
of the date of assumption of custody bf the NNRC. During the 
ensuing 30 days, the NNRC will assist the prisoners to go to 
neutral nations and on completion of this task, will declare 
its own dissolution. 

The Indian assertion that a full 90 days of explanations 
(the first interviews were held on 15 October) are required 
cannot be supported by Paragraph 11, since the agreement states 
clearly that l&t nations to which the POW’s belong will have 
access to th9 prisoners "within 90 days after the NNRC takes 
over custody, 5 ' and access will terminate "at the expiration 
of 00 days after the transfer of custody." 

The Indian claim that 30 days of political conference dis- 
cussion is a necessary step in the repatriation process is open 
to interpretation, since the agreement was written under the 
assumption that the conference would be held. 
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position in that has custody of the prisoners, 
period during which, the NN EC has cuat fl3wd< siBC e the 

a* sell as the tereinati g t b ' the first perloti terminates 
KNRC took custody on 24 Septeober , *** T he existence 

on 23 December and the to have no bearing on 

of a political conference would appear 

these dates. 

Bine, the five nation. on * h « IKlSr^.'SSS'i-t*^ 
interpret the ter “ °* ’thelndian attitude 1* important 

deciding rote l. ■ 11 m that India may hope 

thut'by 1 ""* 1 "® b e h 'nduoed n to 

«c:p? 0l thr^^”“?«kl for » round tahi. conference with 
neutral participation. 

It 1. noteworthy that the 22 JWWJJ S^tSIhe 

dIte°rtich’piMident 8hM C »a.ert. he will be no longer bound 
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free to take any action to protect the prisoners 
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korxan armistice AGREEMENT 


Paragraph 60. 

In order to insure the 'ot^eldea hereby recon- 

questiOQ, the .ilitnrycoirasndsro^f both nines ^ ^ 

Send to the goyern«ents ot the countries^ ^ Arml8tl0e Agree- 
» idee i thet, sithin Effective , a political conference of 
sent i# signed »“ <1 * f l!heldby representatires appointed 

* bi *»« ^I°to°««le rt?"gS negotiation the questions of the 
33SSSV fotcee fros Kore., the peaceful 
settlement of the Korean question, etc. 


TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR nnrc 


Paragraph 11. 

At the expiration of ninety (90) 
of custody of the prisoners <>f »ar representatives to captured 
Repatriation ^ acc< »»* £ aboV e, shall terminate, 

personnel as provided for in Pa: rag; rapn » ot war who 

and the question of “ t ° : be Repatriated shall be sub- 

have not « 3C f 1?c i®??.J h *i r r ^f a Lnce recoeuended to be convened 
Bitted to the Political Conference which *haU endeavor 

in Paragraph 60, Dr *** ! hi ?L ( 30 ) days, during vhich 

to settle this question within thirty aha ii con- 

period the Neutral Nations r iscmarB 0 f ^ar . the Neutral 

tinue to retain custody of those pr is rs^or n* relle f from 

nations *sp«tri»tlon Co«ls»f» • b »“ B d st»tus ol sny prisoners 
the prisoner of war status % _ , , . renatriated 

S^r’^o-'no h.s been sgr^d to by the 

— S :? br^i-sion 

tr^u*tr.T 1 KetLS ir R ^aJrlitli i Co.si ; .ion t .hsn 

S;^oiu«on“t t ^%“?r.rw«on. gspstristion Cos.is.ion, 
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returning to their lather lends. 
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